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Established in 1993, Dusk Dances is a curated dance festival that brings innovative contemporary and traditional dance 
to urban public parks.  The festival features an array of choreographic works presented every night at sunset.  As dusk 
descends, a theatrical host leads the audience to four or five eclectic dance pieces that unfold in different areas of the 
park.  Choreographers from various backgrounds perform 10-minute pieces inspired by the park’s natural environment.  
Audiences are invited on a pay-what-you-can basis to an innovative site-specific festival, which is not only an artistic event, 
but a social and cultural one as well.

Dusk Dances mission is to promote dance by bringing exceptional dance artists and members of the community together 
through an innovative performance model. As a non-profit organization, Dusk Dances utilizes the beauty and power of 
outdoor sites and public parks to provide venues that are unusual, magical and surprising. Once a performance has ended, 
traces of each piece become part of a neighborhood’s history. Over the years Dusk Dances has presented events around 
the Greater Toronto area in: Neilson Park, McGregor Park, Chalkfarm Park, Firgrove Park, Earlscourt Park, Trinity-Bellwoods 
Park, Dufferin Grove Park, and Withrow Park; as well as around the Province and beyond in: Haliburton, Hamilton, Ottawa, 
Peterborough, Flesherton, Guelph, Deep-River, Chatham, Kingston, Manitoulin Island, Québec City, Repentigny and 
Vancouver.

2017 will mark the festival’s 23rd anniversary, and the 18th season of its weeklong festival in Withrow 
Park, presenting Canada’s finest dance artists to thousands of patrons from across the city and beyond.  



78 Facebook posts 
from May 23 to august 31

with a total reach of 
58,188 on this period 

4,280 views of the 
4 videos uploaded on 

Facebook and Youtube

#DuskDances

1,700+ Likes 
on Facebook

944 Followers 
on Twitter

814 Followers 
on Instagram

45,600 impressions on 
Twitter from May 23 to august 31

12,621 users 
on duskdances.ca

2,160 newsletter 
subscribers

10 newsletters 
sent between april 13 and august 25

18 articles in printed & 
online newspapers

5 TV + 4 Radio

august 1st to 7th, 2016

Withrow Park

22nd edition

9 Performances

5 Dance pieces

25 dancers & 
choreographers

71 Volunteers

710 hours of volunteering 
given to the community

15 staff members

9 Free dance workshops 
& live music

5,000 spectators

300 Posters 
displayed in the Danforth area 

5,000 Postcards 
distributed throughout the GTa

5,000 Printed programs 

2016 in numbErS
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2016 in piCturES
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our auDiEnCE in 2016*
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* Results based on 456 questionnaires collected from August 1 to 7, 2016

Click on the image above to watch a short “Thank You” video

Loyalty towards the event
- in 2016, 69% of the audience had attended Dusk Dances before

a festival for all ages, family-friendly
- as for most cultural events, the presence of women is major in the survey results (82%)
- people tend to come with their children and/or grandchildren
- the core of the respondents is composed of 44% of people aged 35-54, 34% of 
55-74 and 15% of 19-34

an audience mostly english speaking, yet multicultural
- 94% of people speak English at home, 7% speak French, and 12% other languages 
as well (Greek, Chinese, hindi, Spanish, russian, portuguese, polish)

an event strongly settled in the local community, which also 
attracts audience from wider horizons
- in 2016, 26% of people were residents of the riverdale neighbourhood, 62% from 
the Gta, 10% from other provinces, and 2% from outside of Canada

a very satisfied audience
- 82% of the audience was “very satisfied” and 18% “satisfied”
- ‘absolutely wonderful’, ‘Fabulous’, ‘Fun’, ‘Entertaining’, ‘thank you’, ‘highlight of 
summer in toronto’ were among the most recurrent comments we received

In 2016, about 5,000 spectators attended the 9 performances at Withrow Park

Dusk Dances as a step to attend other 
performing arts events
- among the people who had already visited Dusk Dances 

before, 85% of them testified that it encouraged them to 

attend other dance performances

Click on the image above to watch a video about the event.

https://youtu.be/EQ7g8rg-sgs
https://youtu.be/VdWGbm5Nlqg
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From august 7 to 13, 2017, Dusk Dances will return to Withrow Park with 9 enchanting performances of art and entertainment.

Performances & dance works by

sashar Zarif (Toronto)
A traditional, ritualistic and contemporary dancer influenced by nomadic cultures

Rhodnie Désir (Montréal)
An internationally acclaimed artist working on language and identity

Ofilio sinbadinho (Toronto)
An engaged and award-winning urban dance artist

605 collective (Vancouver)
A highly physical company, between urban and contemporary dance

Free movement workshops for the community
Prior to each performance at Withrow Park, Dusk Dances programs free dance 

workshops for individuals of all ages and levels in the community to participate 

in. Our workshops include a wide variety of dance styles that cater to diverse 

audiences including salsa, lindy hop, contemporary, hip hop, flamenco, and ballet. 

These 30-minute workshops are taught by professional instructors and are great 

way for members of the community to engage with their neighbours in this 

cultural, social, and physical activity.



bronzE SponSorShipIn consideration for your sponsorship Dusk Dances will provide 
the following benefits and recognition:
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BROnZe sPOnsORsHIP Fee : $1,800

- company name, logo and information on the display board at Withrow 
Park (dimensions of the board: 4x8 feet)

- Logo recognition on posters and postcards (for sponsorships 
confirmed by May 1st)

- Verbal acknowledgements given by our host at each performance 
(9 in total). 2017 projected attendance: 6,000 people

- Logo recognition and link on the Dusk Dances website and 
newsletters (2,000+ subscribers) 
 
- short focus on your organization in one of our e-blasts (sent 
in June or July)

- Inclusion in Dusk Dances social media platforms (Facebook and 
Twitter)

- 1/2 page ad for your company in our program (6,000 programs to be 
distributed)

- additional option (pick one): company stickers (provided by the 
sponsor) on the popcorn bags OR distribution of company’s promotional 
material at the information table



SilvEr SponSorShipIn consideration for your sponsorship Dusk Dances will provide 
the following benefits and recognition:
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sILVeR sPOnsORsHIP Fee : $5,000

- company name, logo and information on the display board at Withrow 
Park (dimensions of the board: 4x8 feet)

- Logo recognition on posters and postcards
- Verbal acknowledgements given by our host at each performance 
(9 in total). 2017 projected attendance: 6,000 people

- Logo recognition and link on the Dusk Dances website and 
newsletters (2,000+ subscribers) 
 
- short focus on your organization in one of our e-blasts (sent 
in June or July)

- Inclusion in Dusk Dances social media platforms (Facebook and 
Twitter)

- full page ad for your company in our program (6,000 programs to be 
distributed)

- company stickers on the popcorn bags 

- distribution of the company’s promotional material (flyers, 
goodies) at the information table

- creation of a video to be shared on social media and newsletter



GEt in touCh !
to SponSor DuSK DanCES or For morE inFormation,

plEaSE ContaCt uS at (416) 504-6429 Ext. 24
or via Email to inFo@DuSKDanCES.Ca
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www.duskdances.ca

http://www.duskdances.ca

